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Deeper Learning Educator  
Modules provide professional 
learning to support educators  
as they integrate higher-order 
thinking skills into instruction.

In 2022, Smarter Balanced partnered with 
educators in California on a study designed to 
measure the impact of professional learning on 
educator confidence in integrating higher-order 
thinking skills into their classroom instruction. 
The Deeper Learning Educator Modules are 
based on the successful professional learning 
findings from this study and are now available 
to educators across the Smarter Balanced 
consortium. These professional learning 
resources support educators with integrating 
higher-order thinking skills into their instruction 
so they may better cover the full range of their 
states’ content standards. The four ELA and 
four Mathematics modules should be used 
in sequential order and contain facilitator 
presentation slides for use with professional 
learning community cohorts.

Deeper Learning  
Educator Modules 
Publication Information

 ● Published: in Tools for Teachers as Professional  
Learning Resources

 ● Release: September 2022

 ● Include: presentation decks and participant handouts

 ● Include: strategies that support educators’ planning of 
their higher-order thinking instruction
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Teachers have access to 
information at-a-glance from the 
left navigation bar, which provides 
direct links to module sections and 
attachments. Teachers can find 
related sources on the right.

The below screenshot 
provides an overview of 
the Professional Learning 
Resource format in Tools 
for Teachers. 

The Outline on the left 
represents the content 
in the middle. Click on 
the steps to move you 
through the resource 
or on the attachments 
to learn more.

The Things to Consider 
section on the left will 
be key for the facilitator 
to use in leading a 
cohort of educators 
throughout the modules.

The Related Resources 
section on the right 
provides the facilitator 
with quick access to  
the remaining three 
module sets for either 
ELA or Math.
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