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Formative Assessment in Remote Learning:

A Driver for Improving Instruction of Diverse Learners
(Part 2 of 2)

Steven Weiss, Jeff Zwiers, Tara House, Dayna
Mitchell, Tess Timmons, Emma Kohut

Webinar 2 Agenda
1. Building up from Webinar 1
2. Participant Task
3. Insights from Educators
4. Tools, Protocols, & Resources
5. Sharing in Breakout Groups
6. Next Steps

Jeff Zwiers
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Building up from Webinar 1

Building up from Webinar 1
CLASSROOM
Instructional
Features

SYSTEM

(State, District, School, PLC)

• Build up one
or more ideas
• Clarify terms
& support ideas
• Bridge info gaps
text
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1. Throughout this webinar, use
the PDSA organizer to take notes
to craft a possible pilot PDSA cycle
for your setting. Jot down:
• Ideas that you might use
• Key mentions of formative
assessment
• Big questions you want to
potentially explore
• What you hope to learn
2. Share your notes/ideas in
breakout groups and with us.

Curriculum Enhancement
Procedure
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Curriculum Enhancement Procedure

Disciplinary
Practices

1. IDENTIFY THE LEARNING GOALS

2. USE CURRICULUM ENHANCEMENT PRINCIPLES

3. EMBED FORMATIVE EVIDENCE COLLECTION

4. ENHANCE LESSONS

Resources

Scaffolding
Routines

Educator Insights
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Teacher Insight Questions
1. What is a central question that
you have for growth in
your setting?
2. What instructional and formative
assessment changes are
planned?
3. How will you work with peers to
learn from student evidence?
4. How can the system support this
process? (PD, PLC,
Communication, etc.)

How can we ?
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Looking Ahead: Teacher Example (Emma)
• Use virtual read aloud assessment
(fluency/prosody)
• Remote small group reading instruction
(assess comprehension)
• Content area and grade level PLCs
to analyze data
• PD on remote modeling, scaffolding,
and assessing of fluency and
comprehension

How can we help primary students
develop their reading remotely?

Looking Ahead: Teacher Example (Tess)
• Develop a set of conversation moves to
help students build ideas
• Figure out ways to use writing to
foster conversations and show
evidence of idea co-construction
• Define conversational expectations
How can we increase the quality
of conversations over 4 years?
that we have (and can assess)
• Streamline how we use PLCs for this
• Strategize how to use A-B schedules
for creating & bridging information gaps
• Fortify system for data gathering by S’s & T’s
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Administrator Conversation Questions: (Tara & Dayna)
How can we improve students' quantity
and quality of academic conversations in
remote/hybrid settings? (Tahoe Truckee)

•

Notes

What does student collaboration
look like for high quality online
learning? (Azusa Unified)

•

Notes

TTUSD Video – Remote PLC Clip
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Tools, Protocols, & Resources

Conversation Observation
& Analysis Tool

Argumentation Analysis Tool
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Breakout Groups:
Sharing Ideas and Questions

SAMPLE QUESTIONS
How can we improve....

• students' mathematical reasoning in
grades 3-5 hybrid classrooms across
schools in the district?
• MS students' writing in science by
using paired online conversations?
• the quality of our students'
argumentation skills in grade 9 ELA
(classroom-remote-hybrid)?
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SAMPLE PLANNING NOTES
• Collect videos of students in pairs
using mathematical reasoning
• Create/adapt analysis tools for the
videos and for written work
• Train pilot group of teachers to use
analysis tools in virtual PLCs
• Schedule monthly virtual meeting to
share learnings and needs

What might a pilot (or model) PDSA cycle look like this
fall in your setting that takes into account:
• Formative evidence such as oral output, interactions,
student writing, etc.
• Gathering and/or analyzing evidence in remote and/or
hybrid environments
• The strengths/needs of diverse learners and their
teachers
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1. Share your draft central question and planning notes
(one person at a time, one minute each)
2. When all have shared, you can:
• Ask for clarification
• Make a connection to your own plan
• Discuss commonalities
3. Decide on one insight to share with the large group

Next Steps

•
•
•

Upload your PDSA ideas to us*
(https://tinyurl.com/SBACwebinar2)
Collaborate to improve this PDSA cycle
Create or adapt tools and protocols to meet your needs
(Check out the ones from the webinar:
https://ell.stanford.edu/content/FA-process-remote-learning-webinars)

•

Engage in a cycle and share results with us
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