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About the Practice Test Scoring Guides 

The Smarter Balanced ELA Practice Test Scoring Guides provide details about the items, student 

response types, correct responses, and related scoring considerations for the Smarter Balanced 

Practice Test items. The items selected for the Practice Test are designed to reflect 

 a broad coverage of claims and targets.

 a range of student response types.

 a breadth of difficulty levels across the items.

It is important to note that all student response types are not fully represented on every practice test, 

but a distribution can be observed across all the practice tests. The items presented are reflective of 

refinements and adjustments to language based on pilot test results and expert recommendations 

from both content and accessibility perspectives. 

Within this guide, each item is presented with the following information1: 

 Claim:  statement derived from evidence about college and career readiness

 Target: statement that bridges the content standards and the assessment evidence that

support the claim

 Depth of Knowledge (DOK): measure of complexity considering the student’s cognitive

process in response to an item. There are four DOK levels, a 4 being the highest level.

 Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts/Literacy: the primary standard(s)

assessed by an item

 Evidence Statement: a statement that explains what a student will be able to do in response

to an item in order to provide evidence he or she has met the standard(s). These statements

serve as a guide for item writers to ensure alignment to the CCSS standard(s) and targets.

 Static presentation of the item: static presentation of item from test administration system

 Static presentation of student response field(s): static presentation of response field from

test administration system

 Answer key: expected student response or example response from score point value

 Rubric and a sample student for each score point for short answer items: score point

representations for student responses

The following items are representative of the kinds of items that students can expect to experience 

when taking the Computer Adaptive Test (CAT) portion of the summative assessment for grade 3. A 

separate document is available that provides a sample performance task and scoring guide for this 

grade level. 

1 Most of these terms (Claim, Target, DOK, Evidence Statement, etc.) are further explained in various other 

Smarter Balanced documents as well as the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and 

Literacy. Refer to the Smarter Balanced Content Standards and Item Specifications for English Language Arts 

and Literacy for more information.  
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Read the passage and answer questions 1–8. 

Treasure in the Field 

by Marilyn Bolchunos 

Once there was a man who lived with his two young sons on a farm in 

Vietnam. Since the man had to tend the field, the boys took care of 
the house. That is, they were supposed to take care of the house.  

Often the father returned home to find that nothing had been done—

he even had to cook dinner.  

"What have you been doing all day, Ta?" he would ask his older son. 

"Studying, Father, and thinking," Ta would reply. 

"And what have you been doing, Hai, my young son?" the father would 

ask.  

"Watching the house for you," Hai would answer. 

A neighbor asked the old man, "Are your sons helping you?"  

"Oh, they would," the father answered, "but they are young." 

Some years later, the neighbor asked, "Aren't your sons helping you in 

the field?"  

"Oh, they would," the father replied again, "but they are still young. I 

will let them enjoy life now. They will help me later on."  

As the years went by, it became clear even to their father that the 

boys were lazy. Though they sometimes tended the field with him, 
they always made excuses to go home early.  

Finally the father grew too old to work, and he took to his bed. The 
sons were sad, for they not only depended on their father, but they 

also loved him.  
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One day the old man called Ta and Hai to his side and said weakly, "I 
have a secret to tell you, my sons. Bend close."  

Hai and Ta leaned over to hear the secret. 

"A while ago," the old man said, "we learned that there is treasure 

buried in the field. It's still there, but you must dig for it."  

The sons' eyes widened. 

"Treasure in the field?" Ta said. "Where?" asked Hai. 

"Dig for it, and you will find it," said their father. "But promise me that 
you will share it equally."  

The sons promised and hurried out to begin. Day after day they dug. 
Their neighbor was astonished to see how long and hard the young 

men worked. As for Ta and Hai, they felt stronger and better than ever 

before.  

At last, the entire field had been dug, but no treasure had been found. 

The brothers moped around with their heads down.  

Finally an idea came to Ta. "The land is ready for planting," he said to 

his brother. "And our rice is almost gone. You take one half of the 
field, and I'll take the other. We'll tend it just as Father did."  

The days passed and the seedlings grew. In due time, the field gave 
an abundant harvest. There was rice to eat and rice to sell.  

When the sons took the rice to the marketplace, it brought a good 

price.  

Excited, Ta and Hai ran back to the house and approached their 

father's bedside. They dropped coins into the old man's hands.  

"Look, Father," said Hai. "We have sold rice and brought you gold!" 

"Yes," said Ta. "Just as you said, the treasure was in the field." 
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The old man smiled. They had learned his secret. 

"Treasure in the Field" by Marilyn Bolchunos, from Highlights for 

Children. Copyright © 2004 by Highlights for Children, Inc. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#1 3 1 1 2 RL.1 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify textual evidence to support a given inference based on the text. 
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Key: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#2 3 1 3 2 RL.4 

Evidence Statement 

The student will determine the meaning of a word or phrase based on its context.
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Key: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#3 3 1 4 3 RL.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will form a conclusion about a literary text and identify details within the text that support that 

conclusion. 
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Key: Part A: D 

Part B: B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option for part A and the correct option in part B. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#4 3 1 1 1 RL.1 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify textual evidence to support a given inference or conclusion based on the text. 
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Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#5 3 1 6 3 RL.5 

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze or interpret why the author structured elements within the text in a certain manner 
and the impact of that structure on meaning.  

Key: A, E 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the two correct options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#6 3 1 5 3 RL.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze the relationship among character actions/interactions within one text. 
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Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#7 3 1 6 2 RL.5 

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze or interpret why the author structured elements within the text in a certain manner 

and the impact of that structure on meaning. 
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Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#8 3 1 7 2 RL.4 

Evidence Statement 

The student will interpret the meaning of figurative words and phrases used in context and analyze its use in

the text. 
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Key: B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Read the passage and answer questions 9–15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sap’s Running 

by Stephen R. Swinburne

The Coleman brothers—Nelson, Ralph, and Harold—step out their front

door in Vermont. They feel the wind. They feel the sun on their faces. 
“Sap could be running this morning,” says Nelson. 

As they pass 75-year-old sugar-maple trees, sap drips from holes in 

the trees into metal buckets. They know for sure that today will be a

good day for sugaring. 

Sap from sugar maples looks like water, but tastes sweet. That’s 

because it has sugar in it. It also contains minerals from the soil. A 50-

foot-high sugar maple has nearly two hundred thousand leaves. All 
these leaves drink in summer sunshine and make sugar. During 

winter, sugar is stored in the tree. Running sap in the spring contains 
the sugar that was made in the tree the summer before. 

Every spring, the Colemans tap holes into sugar-maple trees, then 
hang a bucket under each hole to catch the sap. To make syrup, the 

sap is heated in big open pans so that most of the water will boil away.

The Colemans say it takes about thirty-five gallons of sap to make one 
gallon of maple syrup. 

More than a hundred years ago, scientist Charles Darwin wrote that 
sap flow was a “most mysterious subject.” Since then, many people 

have studied how sap flows. Much of the research has been done at 

the University of Vermont, where sap is still being studied. 

Nelson Coleman and his brothers have made maple syrup all their 

lives. It is a family tradition. They don’t worry too much about why the 
sap is running in their trees this morning. They’re just glad it is. 

The Iroquois Legend of Woksis and Maple Syrup

According to legend, an Iroquois chief named Woksis yanked his 

tomahawk out of a maple tree one spring day. A bowl sat by the trunk
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of that tree. As the day warmed, sap dripped from the gash into the 

bowl. When Woksis’s wife saw the sap in the bowl, she thought it was
water. She used it to cook their meal. The sap boiled away, leaving 

maple syrup. When Woksis tasted the sweetened meat, he loved it. 

So, boiling sap to make maple syrup began. 

What Makes Sap Run? 

For years, people have thought that sap rises up from the roots of the 

sugar-maple tree. It doesn’t. “During the time when sap flows from 

tap holes, the bulk flow of sap is downward,” says Dr. Tim Perkins. He 

is a scientist at the University of Vermont. 

How does sap flow? During cold nights, maple trees freeze solid. That’s 
when water rises into the trunk and branches. The water forms frost 

inside tiny hollow spaces within the tree. In the morning, this frost 

melts and becomes sap, which flows down the tree. 

Scientists say that anyone who cuts down a sugar-maple tree in 

freezing weather can see this is true. When the weather warms up, 
sap will flow from the cut end of the trunk—not from the stump. 

“Sap’s Running” by Stephen R. Swinburne from Highlights for Children. 
Copyright © 2004 by Highlights for Children, Inc. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#9 3 1 8 2 RI.1 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify textual evidence to support a given inference or conclusion based on the text. 
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Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#10 3 1 11 3 RI.3 

Evidence Statement 

The student will form a conclusion about an informational text and identify details within the text that 

support that conclusion. 
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Key: Part A: The sap in sugar maple trees begins flowing in early spring. 

Part B: Every spring, the Colemans tap holes into the sugar-maple trees, then hang a bucket under 

each hole to catch the sap. 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option in Part A and the correct option in Part B. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#11 3 1 12 3 RI.1 

Evidence Statement 

The student will distinguish the author’s point of view within a text. 

Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#12 3 1 12 3 RI.1

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze the interaction between elements of a text within a text. 
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Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#13 3 1 13 2 RI.5 

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze or interpret why the author structured elements within the texts in a certain manner 

and the impact of that structure on meaning. 
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Key: C, D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#14 3 1 14 2 L.5a

Evidence Statement 

The student will determine the meaning of a word or phrase based on its context in an informational text. 

Smarter Balanced Grade 3 ELA Practice Test Scoring Guide 21 

Key: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#15 3 1 14 2 L.5a

Evidence Statement 

The student will interpret the meaning of figurative words and phrases used in context and analyze its use in

the text. 
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Key: B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#16 3 2 1bE 2 W.3b, W.5

Evidence Statement 

The student will revise narrative text by identifying descriptive details that convey events/experiences. 
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Key: A, E 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#17 3 2 3bE 2 W.2b, W.5

Evidence Statement 

The student will revise complex informational/explanatory text by identifying best use of elaboration 

techniques such as developing the topic with supporting details. 
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Key: D, F 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#18 3 2 6b 2 W.1d

Evidence Statement 

The student will revise opinion text by identifying improved organizational elements such as organizing. 

Key: As you can see, the best third-grade trip by far is the zoo field trip. 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#19 3 2 8 2 L.3a

Evidence Statement 

The student will choose the correct words or phrases for audience or purpose. 

Smarter Balanced Grade 3 ELA Practice Test Scoring Guide 26 

Key: C, F 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#20 3 2 9 1 L.2c

Evidence Statement 

The student will apply or edit the use of commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
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Key: “Oh, he got me! I said to Tim.; “Yes” he laughed “he tricked you twice!” 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#21 3 2 9 1 L.1e

Evidence Statement 

The student will apply or edit the use of simple verb tenses in a text. 
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Key: I sings my song on the stage with my friends.; I take a bow and walked off the stage with a smile 

on my face. 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Soaring on the Wings of the Wind

Listen to the presentation. Then answer the questions.

“Soaring on the Wings of the Wind” by Lois Miner Huey. Copyright © 
2012 by Highlights for Children. Reprinted with permission of 

Highlights for Children. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#22 3 3 4 3 SL.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify or interpret the purpose, central idea, or key points of a presentation; the student 

will identify the use of supporting evidence in a presentation. 
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Key: Part A: D  

Part B: B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option in Part A and the correct option in Part B. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#23 3 3 4 1 SL.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify or interpret the purpose, central idea, or key points of a presentation. 
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Key: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#24 3 3 4 1 SL.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify or interpret the purpose, central idea, or key points of a presentation. 
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Key: Planned: The balloon filled with smoke from a fire.; A crowd in Baltimore saw how a balloon 

could fly.; Peter Carnes used a stove to make the balloon rise. 

Unplanned: Edward Warren Jr. rode in a balloon. 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct four options. 
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All About Pizza

Listen to the presentation. Then answer the questions.

"All About Pizza" by Marcia Amidon Lusted, from Appleseeds. 
Copyright © 2013 by Carus Publishing Company. Reprinted with 

permission of Carus Publishing Company. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#25 3 3 4 3 SL.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will draw and/or support a conclusion based on content in a presentation. 
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Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#26 3 3 4 1 SL.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify or interpret the purpose, central idea, or key points of a presentation. 
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Key: eel: Japan 

pepperoni: United States 

ginger: India 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct three options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#27 3 3 4 2 SL.2 

Evidence Statement 

The student will identify or interpret the purpose, central idea, or key points of a presentation. 
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Key: A 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#28 3 4 3 2 W.8

Evidence Statement 

The student will analyze digital and print sources in order to locate relevant information to support research. 
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Key: B, C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct two options. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#29 3 4 2 2 W.8

Evidence Statement 

The student will locate information from a text to support a central idea or key detail related to research. 
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Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct option. 
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Item Grade Claim Target DOK Standard(s) 

#30 3 4 4 2 W.8

Evidence Statement 

The student will select evidence to support opinions based on evidence collected. 
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Key: B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student will select evidence to support opinions or ideas.




