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About the Practice Test Scoring Guides 
The Smarter Balanced Mathematics Practice Test Scoring Guides provide details about the items, 
student response types, correct responses, and related scoring considerations for the Smarter 
Balanced Practice Test items. The items selected for the Practice Test are designed to reflect 

• a broad coverage of claims and targets that closely mirror the summative blueprint.

• a range of student response types.

• a breadth of difficulty levels across the items, ranging from easier to more difficult items.

It is important to note that all student response types are not fully represented on every practice test, 
but a distribution can be observed across all the practice tests. The items presented are reflective of 
refinements and adjustments to language based on pilot test results and expert recommendations 
from both content and accessibility perspectives. 

Within this guide, each item is presented with the following information1: 

• Claim: statement derived from evidence about college and career readiness

• Domain: a broad content area that contains related targets and standards (i.e., Geometry)

• Target: statement that bridges the content standards and the assessment evidence that
supports the claim

• Depth of Knowledge (DOK): measure of complexity considering the student’s cognitive
process in response to an item. There are four DOK levels, a 4 being the highest level.

• Common Core State Standards for Mathematical Content (CCSS-MC)

• Common Core State Standards for Mathematical Practice (CCSS-MP)

• Static presentation of the item: static presentation of item from test administration system

• Static presentation of student response field(s): static presentation of response field from
test administration system

• Answer key or exemplar: expected student response or example response from score point
value

• Rubric and applicable score points for each item: score point representations for student
responses

The following items are representative of the kinds of items that students can expect to experience 
when taking the Computer Adaptive Test (CAT) portion of the summative assessment for high school. 
A separate document is available that provides a high school sample performance task and scoring 
guide. 

1 Most of these terms (Claim, Dom
 

ain, Target, DOK, etc.) are further defined in various other Smarter 
Balanced documents, as well as the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. Refer to the 
Content Specifications for the Summative Assessment of the Common Core State Standards for 
Mathematics for more information. 
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https://www.smarterbalanced.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Mathematics-Content-Specifications.pdf
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#1 1 A-SSE D 1 A-SSE.A.2 7 

Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct equivalent expression. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#2 1 N-RN A 1 N-RN.A.2 7 

Key: C 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct equivalent expression. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#3 1 A-APR F 2 A-APR.A.1 7 

Key: 4x2 – 6x or –6x + 4x2 

Rubric: (1 point) The student enters a correct equivalent expression. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#4 1 A-REI I 1 A-REI.B.3 7 

Key: B 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct inequality. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#5 1 G-SRT O 1 G-SRT.C.6 6 

Key: 21/29 

Rubric: (1 point) The student enters the correct ratio. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#6 1 A-CED G 2 A-CED.A.1 N/A 

Key: 𝟐𝟓𝟎𝒙 =
𝟓

or equivalent. However, do not accept x = 50 only.

Rubric: (1 point) The student enters a correct equation. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#7 1 A-Q C 2 A-Q.A.1 N/A 

Key: B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects a correct measurement unit. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#8 4 A-REI D 3 A-REI.C 1 

Key: 5 

Rubric: (1 point) The student enters the number of used video games that Janet can purchase. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#9 3 G-C G 2 G-C.A.3 6, 7 

Key: B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct angle measure. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#10 1 A-REI J 2 A-REI.D.10 N/A 

Key: D 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct ordered pair. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#11 3 A-REI E 3 A-REI.B.3 3 

Key: Part 1: Step 1 

Part 2: y = 4 (or 4) 
Rubric: (1 point) The student enters the step where the mistake occurs and enters the 
correct solution. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#12 1 F-IF K 2 F-IF.A.3 N/A 

Key:  B 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the correct function. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#13 1 A-SSE E 2 A-SSE.B.3 7 

Key:  b7 

Rubric: (1 point) The student enters the correct expression. 



   Grade 11 Mathematics

Smarter Balanced High School Mathematics Practice Test Scoring Guide 16

Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#14 4 A-REI E 3 A-REI.B.3 6 

Key: 2 

Rubric: (1 point) Student enters the correct number of weeks. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#15 3 G-CO A 2 G-CO.C.11 3 

Exemplar: (shown at right) 

Rubric: (1 point) The student selects the 
statements that must be true. 

sstewart
Stamp
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#16 2 A-CED A 2 A-CED.A.1 2 

Key: Part A: 7.5h > 200 or equivalent 

Part B: 27 or h = 27 

Rubric: (2 points) The student enters the correct inequality and value. 

(1 point) The student enters the correct inequality or correct value. OR The student enters the correct 
answers in the wrong box. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#17 1 S-ID P 2 S-ID.A 7 

Exemplar: (shown below) 

Rubric: (1 point) The student correctly selects the changes in statistics. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#18 2 G-SRT D 2 G-SRT.C.8 3 

Exemplar: (shown at right) 

Rubric: (1 point) The student correctly 
identifies the reasonable estimates. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#19 1 G-SRT O 1 G-SRT.C.8 2 

Exemplar: (shown at right) 

Rubric: (1 point) The student correctly selects the expressions 
that can be used to find the length of the side. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#20 1 A-CED G 2 A-CED.A.1 N/A 

Key: E = 6.5x + 0.04y OR equivalent 

Rubric: (1 point) The student enters the correct equation. 
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Item Claim Domain Target DOK CCSS-MC CCSS-MP 

#21 2 A-REI A 2 A-REI.C 6 

Key: Part A: 15 

Part B: 8 

Rubric: (1 point) The student enters the correct number of t-shirts in the first response box and the 
correct number of hats in the second box. 




